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transportation or importation of alcoholic
beverages for delivery or use in any State to
be carried out in compliance with the laws of
that State;

Whereas, on December 5, 1933, Utah became
the 36th State to approve what became the
21st amendment to the Constitution of the
United States, making the ratification of the
21st amendment the fastest ratification of a
constitutional amendment in the history of
the United States and the only ratification
of a constitutional amendment ever decided
by State conventions pursuant to Article V
of the Constitution;

Whereas alcohol is the only product in
commerce in the United States that has been
the subject of 2 constitutional amendments;

Whereas Congress’s reenactment in 1935 of
the Act entitled ‘““An Act divesting intoxi-
cating liquors of their interstate character
in certain cases’, approved March 1, 1913
(commonly known as the Webb-Kenyon Act)
(27 U.S.C. 122), and the enactment of the Fed-
eral Alcohol Administration Act (27 U.S.C.
201 et seq.), section 2004 of Aimee’s Law (27
U.S.C. 122a) (relating to 21st amendment en-
forcement), the Sober Truth on Preventing
Underage Drinking Act (Public Law 109-422;
120 Stat. 2890), and annual appropriations to
support State enforcement of underage
drinking laws demonstrate a longstanding
and continuing intent on the part of Con-
gress that States should exercise their pri-
mary authority to achieve temperance, the
creation and maintenance of orderly and sta-
ble markets with respect to alcoholic bev-
erages, and the facilitation of the efficient
collection of taxes;

Whereas the legislatures and alcoholic bev-
erage control agencies of the 50 States have
worked diligently to implement the powers
granted by the 21st amendment for 75 years
and to ensure the creation and maintenance
of State-based regulatory systems for alco-
hol distribution made up of producers, im-
porters, wholesale distributors, and retailers;

Whereas the development of a transparent
and accountable system for the distribution
and sale of alcoholic beverages, an orderly
market, temperance in consumption and
sales practices, the efficient collection of
taxes, and other essential policies have been
successfully guided by the collective experi-
ence and cooperation of government agencies
and licensed industry members throughout
the geographically and culturally diverse
Nation;

Whereas regulated commerce in alcoholic
beverages annually contributes billions of
dollars in Federal and State tax revenues
and additional billions to the United States
economy and supports the employment of
millions of people in the United States in
more than 2,500 breweries, distilleries,
wineries, and import companies, more than
2,700 wholesale distributor facilities, more
than 530,000 retail outlets, and numerous ag-
ricultural, packaging, and transportation
businesses;

Whereas the United States system of
State-based alcohol regulation has resulted
in a marketplace with unprecedented choice,
variety, and selection for consumers;

Whereas members of the licensed alcoholic
beverage industry have been constant part-
ners with Federal and State governments in
balancing the conduct of competitive busi-
nesses with the need to control alcohol in
order to provide consumers in the United
States with a safe and regulated supply of al-
coholic beverages; and

Whereas members of the licensed alcoholic
beverage industry have created and sup-
ported a wide range of national, State, and
community programs to address problems
associated with alcohol abuse, including
drunk driving and underage drinking: Now,
therefore, be it
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Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) celebrates 75 years of effective State-
based alcohol regulation since the passage of
the 21st amendment to the Constitution of
the United States;

(2) commends State lawmakers, regulators,
law enforcement officers, the public health
community, and industry members for suc-
cessful collaboration in achieving a work-
able, legal, and successful system for the dis-
tribution and sale of alcoholic beverages; and

(3) reaffirms the continued support of the
Senate for policies that allow States to ef-
fectively regulate alcohol.

———————

NATIONAL ALTERNATIVE FUEL
VEHICLE DAY

Mr. SALAZAR. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Judi-
ciary Committee be discharged from
further consideration of S. Res. 665,
and the Senate proceed to its imme-
diate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 665) designating Octo-
ber 3, 2008, as ‘‘National Alternative Fuel Ve-
hicle Day.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. SALAZAR. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be
agreed to, the motions to reconsider be
laid upon the table, with no inter-
vening action or debate, and any state-
ments related to the resolution be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 665

Whereas the United States should reduce
the dependence of the Nation on foreign oil
and enhance the energy security of the Na-
tion by creating a transportation sector that
is less dependent on oil;

Whereas the United States should improve
the air quality of the Nation by reducing
emissions from the millions of motor vehi-
cles that operate in the United States;

Whereas the United States should foster
national expertise and technological ad-
vancement in cleaner, more energy-efficient
alternative fuel and advanced technology ve-
hicles;

Whereas a robust domestic industry for al-
ternative fuels and alternative fuel and ad-
vanced technology vehicles will create jobs
and increase the competitiveness of the
United States in the international commu-
nity;

Whereas the people of the United States
need more options for clean and energy-effi-
cient transportation;

Whereas the mainstream adoption of alter-
native fuel and advanced technology vehicles
will produce benefits at the local, national,
and international levels;

Whereas consumers and businesses require
a better understanding of the benefits of al-
ternative fuel and advanced technology vehi-
cles;

Whereas first responders require proper
and comprehensive training to become fully
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prepared for any precautionary measures
that they may need to take during incidents
and extrications that involve alternative
fuel and advanced technology vehicles;

Whereas the Federal Government can lead
the way toward a cleaner and more efficient
transportation sector by choosing alter-
native fuel and advanced technology vehicles
for the fleets of the Federal Government; and

Whereas Federal support for the adoption
of alternative fuel and advanced technology
vehicles can accelerate greater energy inde-
pendence for the United States, improve the
environmental security of the Nation, and
address global climate change: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates October 3, 2008, as ‘‘National
Alternative Fuel Vehicle Day”’;

(2) proclaims National Alternative Fuel
Vehicle Day as a day to promote programs
and activities that will lead to the greater
use of cleaner, more efficient transportation
that uses new sources of energy; and

(3) urges Americans—

(A) to increase the personal and commer-
cial use of cleaner and energy-efficient alter-
native fuel and advanced technology vehi-
cles;

(B) to promote public sector adoption of
cleaner and energy-efficient alternative fuel
and advanced technology vehicles; and

(C) to encourage the enactment of Federal
policies to reduce the dependence of the
United States on foreign oil through the ad-
vancement and adoption of alternative, ad-
vanced, and emerging vehicle and fuel tech-
nologies.

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY,
SEPTEMBER 25, 2008

Mr. SALAZAR. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
stand in recess until 9:30 a.m., tomor-
row, Thursday, September 25; that fol-
lowing the prayer and pledge, the Jour-
nal of proceedings be approved to date,
the time for the two leaders be re-
served for their use later in the day,
and the Senate proceed to a period of
morning business, with Senators per-
mitted to speak for up to 10 minutes
each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PROGRAM

Mr. SALAZAR. Madam President, we
expect to receive the consolidated ap-
propriations bill from the House to-
morrow morning. It is the majority
leader’s intention to turn to its consid-
eration upon its arrival.

———————

RECESS UNTIL 9:30 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. SALAZAR. Madam President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand in recess under the
previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 8:56 p.m., recessed until Thursday,
September 25, 2008, at 9:30 a.m.
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